
M.L.A. STYLE SHEET 
 
The M.L.A. Handbook for Writers of Research Papers is a complete style manual created by the 
Modern Language Association to assist you in creating Works Cited formats.  The Social Studies 
Department is adopting this system of documentation for its research papers. This system is 
widely accepted by major universities and will prepare students for college level research. This 
system uses brief parenthetical (parentheses) references within the body of the paper to 
acknowledge an author’s words, ideas or facts and the page from which the quote is taken. Listed 
below are some of the most commonly used citations.  For formats not found here, consult the 
MLA Handbook in the Library Media Center, or refer to the internet sites listed at the end of this 
sample style sheet. 
 
 
 

EXAMPLES OF IN TEXT PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES: 
 
Simple Page Reference: 
Another historian has treated World War I as vastly different than World War II (Taylor 147). 
 
Quotation: 
“National hatred which is seldom lacking in our wars, becomes a more or less powerful 
substitute for personal hostility of individuals” (Clausewitz 151). 
 
Two Works by One Author: (Use first important word of title): 
In the more controversial of his two works discussed here, Taylor places much of the blame for 
the war on the Allies (Origin 134). 
 
 

EXAMPLES OF WORKS CITED: 
 
Your overall listing is arranged alphabetically. Use two spaces after periods. The second line and 
any additional lines in an entry are indented five spaces. 
 
Book/One Author: 
Clausewitz, Karl Von. War, Politics and Power.  Chicago: Gateway, 1962. 
 
Book/Editor: 
Commager, Henry Steele, ed.  Documents of American History.  7th ed.  
     New York: Meredith, 1962 
 
News Article/No Author: 
“School Desegregation Ruling to Cost Taxpayers Millions.”  Newsday 23 Mar. 1988: sec. 1:3 
 
News Article/Author: 
Smith, Red.  “Dodgers Win at Last.”   New York Times 12 Oct.  1955:Cl. 
 



 
 
Periodical/Journal: 
Hunt,Gaillard.  “Office Seeking During Jefferson’s Administration.”  
       American Historical Review 3 (1898): 270-291 
 
Two Books/Same Author: 
Taylor, A.J.P. The Course of German History.  New York: Capricorn, 1967.  
       The Origins of the Second World War.  Greenwich: Fawcett, 1961. 
 
One Book/Two or More Authors: (Authors in order on title page) 
Morison, Samuel Eliot, Henry Steele Commager, and William E. Leuchtenburg.  
       The Growth of the American Republic.  New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1969. 
 
 

REFERENCE WORKS: 
 
“Southeast Asia.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 1987 ed. 
 
World Almanac. New York: Scripps Howard, 1988. 
 
Media: films, filmstrips, slides, videos 
Title. Type of media. Director. Distributor, date. Length. 
 
CD-ROM Source: 
Canalte, Henry A. “Violent-Crime Statistics: Good News and Bad News.” 
        Law Enforcement Feb. 1995: 8. ABI/INFORM. CD-ROM. Proquest. Sept. 1995 
 
Web Source: 
Dumont, R.A. “An On-line Course in Composition.” 10 Dec. 1977.  
       UMASS Dartmouth Online 6 Jan. 1996 
       <http://www.umassd.edu/englishdepartment.html>. 
 
On-line Database Source: 
Sahl, J.D.  “Power Lines, Viruses, and Childhood Leukemia.”  Cancer  
       Causes Control 6.1 (Jan. 1995): 83.  MEDLINE. On-line 7 Nov. 1995.  Dialog. 
 

FOR MORE COMPLETE INFORMATION ON RESEARCH, WRITING AND 
DOCUMENTATION, CONSULT THE FOLLOWING INTERNET SITES: 

 
Internet Sites for Research, Writing and Citing: 
www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocMLA.html 
www.ipl.org/teen/aplus/links.htm 
 
 


