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PHILOSOPHY
The Horizons Program recognizes and serves those students whose intellectual ability, rate of learning             and creative potential require differentiated programming beyond that which is available in the regular

school program.

GOALS
The primary goal of the Horizons Program is to provide a unique learning environment of materials and experiences which considers a student's needs, interests, abilities and motivation.  Students will be encouraged 

to explore, investigate, question, design, create and produce.  Students will evaluate themselves and are 

expected to communicate their findings to others.

The Horizons program seeks to promote the use of higher level thought processes, to expand interests of the students, to develop research skills, to develop problem solving techniques and to foster independent learning.

Emphasis is placed upon meeting and exceeding The New York State’s Learning Standards, The National Association of Gifted Students Standards, and The Social and Emotional Learning Guidelines.  Curriculum and lessons developed are compiled yearly and are documented in Farmingdale’s: Horizons Program Curriculum Guide Book.

DELIVERY
The Horizons program is a comprehensive, full year program for students in grades three through nine.
On the elementary level, the program is a pull-out where students meet with the Horizons teacher 160 minutes a week.  The school year is divided into three semester projects as follows:


-      Interdisciplinary Study - students explore an in-depth unit of study through individual and group 
 
       activities

- Odyssey of the Mind - students work in groups to develop problem solving skills and to create

     products and productions

- Independent Study - students are individually guided through the exploration of a topic of their 

   own choice

At the end of each unit of study, the students prepare presentations to share their discoveries as part of their evaluation process.

On the secondary level, the sixth grade program is delivered through a team of core teachers in language arts, social studies, math and science.  The seventh grade program is delivered through a team of core teachers in English, social studies, science and math.  Horizons students will be placed in teams and assigned to either a Math 7 Regents Standard class or a Math 7 Accelerated Regents Standard class.  Regardless of math placement, all seventh grade Horizons students will be placed in enriched classes in English, social studies and science.  Eighth grade Horizons is a teamed English and social studies enriched program.  All eighth grade Horizons students are placed in that program in those two subject areas.  Since accelerated programs already exist in Howitt for grade eight in mathematics and science, recommended eighth grade Horizons students will be placed in one or both of these accelerated courses.  Please note that students must have completed Math 7 Accelerated Regents Standard, in order to take the Accelerated Algebra Regents class that begins in eighth grade with a Regents exam in June of eighth grade.  Qualifying Horizons students then go on to the ninth grade Humanities program, with an Independent Study (Community Service) component as part of their studies.

IDENTIFICATION


RECOMMENDATIONS


 Students may be recommended for the Horizons Program by teachers or parents.


ENTRANCE CRITERIA


 Horizons is an academic intervention program for those students who are more than two standard  

 deviations above the norm in both academic achievement and intelligence quotient.  Students may 

 qualify by fulfilling matrix requirements set by the district in the following areas:


 Elementary Level Matrix:



POTENTIAL - a highly ranked individual IQ score



PERFORMANCE - highly ranked SAT scores in Reading Comprehension and Mathematical 



                     Application Problems



TEACHER INPUT - Teacher recommendations of students' capabilities pertaining to: 






 Learning, Motivation, Creativity and Leadership (based upon the 






 Renzulli-Hartman Scale of Behavioral Characteristics of Superior 






 Students)



BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS – Classroom interactions 
Note:  All fifth grade students are reevaluated, in the Spring of fifth grade, for entrance into the middle school Horizons program.


Secondary Level Matrix includes POTENTIAL, PERFORMANCE, TEACHER INPUT and REPORT CARD GRADE AVERAGE in major subjects.



REPORT CARD GRADE AVERAGE in major subjects - in lieu of Behavioral Characteristics.

 In addition, Horizons and classroom teachers’ recommendations for 


 enrichment in all four of the academic core subjects is needed.


Note:  A Horizons Evaluation Committee reviews students with special needs
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